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FROM THE PRESIDENT

NOVEMBER IS A TIME TO REMEMBER

As we enter November, I am reminded of the words “Lest
We Forget.” They are simple words, but they carry a
profound meaning.

Remembrance Day gives us the opportunity to pause and
reflect on the sacrifices of the men and women who served
our country, and those who continue to serve today. We
remember those who never returned home, those who
came back carrying the scars of service, and the families
who supported them through it all.

Here in Omemee, our Remembrance Day Service at the
Cenotaph is a special tradition. Seeing Veterans, Legion
members, families and young people come together
reminds us that remembrance belongs to all of us.

This November, I encourage you to wear a Poppy, attend a
ceremony if you are able, and share the story of someone
who served with a young person. It is through these small
acts that we keep their memory alive.

To our Poppy Campaign volunteers and everyone who
donates, thank you. Your generosity helps us support
Veterans and their families when they need it most.

We remember. We honour. We will not forget. 

Donna Robinson
President, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 497
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At 5:00 a.m. on November 11, 1918, Allied and German leaders signed the Armistice in a railway car parked in a forest
near Compiègne, France, ending the fighting in the First World War.

They agreed the guns would fall silent six hours later, at 11:00 a.m.: the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month. Those final hours came at a cost. At 10:58 a.m., just two minutes before the ceasefire, Private George Lawrence
Price of the 28th (Northwest) Battalion was killed near Mons, Belgium. He is remembered as the last Canadian soldier
killed in the First World War.

One year later, King George V asked people across the Commonwealth to pause for two minutes of silence at 11:00 a.m. on
November 11, 1919. That moment became the heart of the first Armistice Day, and we still observe it today.

In Canada, Armistice Day was at first combined with Thanksgiving and held on a Monday. Many Veterans felt the day
deserved its own place on the calendar. In 1931, Parliament fixed the date as November 11 and gave the day a new name:
Remembrance Day.

The poppy has deep Canadian roots. John McCrae, a doctor and soldier from Guelph, Ontario, wrote “In Flanders Fields”
in May 1915, after the death of his friend during the Second Battle of Ypres. His poem inspired the poppy as a symbol of
remembrance. In 1921, the Great War Veterans’ Association, a forerunner of the Royal Canadian Legion, adopted the
poppy as Canada’s flower of remembrance.

More than a century later, the date, the silence and the poppy remain the same. This November 11, when the clock reaches
11:00 a.m., we will pause together, just as Canadians did in 1919.
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This newsletter is interactive — just click on any event card
above to learn more, or visit us online at omemeelegion.ca

Unless specified otherwise, event tickets can be purchased
in three ways:

1.In person at the Legion
2.E-transfer to rcl497@outlook.com or
3.Online at ticketscene.ca
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ONGOING EVENTS AT BRANCH 497
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LOOKING AHEAD

JIM AND THE JAMMERS: A MUSICAL
TRADITION AT THE LEGION

For more than 20 years, Jim and the Jammers have
been bringing music, laughter and good company to
the Omemee Legion.

The monthly Saturday afternoon sessions are led by
Lifetime Member Jim Caton, who has been part
of our Legion for more than 50 years. 

It’s about more than the music. The Jammers bring
people together, and the friendships that grow along
the way are a wonderful example of the community
spirit that makes our Legion such a special place.

Thank you to Jim and to everyone who has played
with the Jammers over the years. Here’s to keeping
the music playing and the good times rolling for many
years to come! 

The next Jam Session is scheduled for Saturday,
November 14, at 1 p.m. For a complete listing of all
upcoming sessions, visit our website. Join us for an
afternoon of music and good company. Musicians and
listeners alike are always welcome!
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